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1. INTRODUCTION

Indeed, we know that children and young people commonly, and as a “routine”, use
the Internet, as it has become an essential part of modern life. The capacity of
children  to  access  the  Internet  has  grown  very  fast,  and  most  young  people
frequently access the Internet. The Internet, for children and adults, is a hugely
important mode of communication. Children and young people now frequently use
the Internet to:

• Learn (by having access to information, knowledge, opinions, education tools,
and even teachers).

• Communicate (express ideas, share information and experiences).

• Interact socially with friends and peers.

• Innovate, create and share content.

• Play and be entertained (games, movies, music, books, etc.).

With steady increase, these activities are occurring outside the home or school, a
long way off the traditional desktop computer, on mobile devices such as smart
phones and tablets. Compared to other technologies that provide information, such
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as radio and television, the Internet presents parents,  guardians and educators
unique opportunities to take a more direct role in deciding what their children can
see and do. This is why it intrigued us to think how life was before internet and
therefore, Google. Therefore, the intention is to answer the hypothetical question,
“What would life be without Google?”

2. OBJECTIVES

2.1General Objective

Make people aware  about  the importance of  Internet  and Google  as  a search
engine and a useful tool for us to investigate any worry we have nowdays. For this
we  will  contextualize  our  audience  about  what  is  Google,  which  was  its  initial
purpose and origin, Google’s services, how was life before its invention and how
caused an impact in modern day society.

      2.2 Specific Objectives

2.2.1 Show the origin and evolution of Google throughout history, how Google
began as a university project created by two students and later become the
most used search engine all around the world and stayed in the top.
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2.2.2 Explain the uses of some of Google’s services, their importance inside
the company, characteristics, and demonstrate that Google is more than
a search engine.

2.2.3 Identify the changes that Google’s invention created in our daily life and
compare them with the different aspects of the life before Google.

3. What is Google?

Google began as a search engine, which intended to provide large quantities of
information to the students of the American university of Stanford, created by Larry
Page and Sergey Brin. It can be consider as a PhD project.
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3.1 Initial Purpose

While conventional search engines ranked results by counting how many times the
search terms appeared on the page, the two thought about a better system that
analyzed  the  relationships  among  websites.  They  called  this  new  technology
PageRank, which determined a website's relevance by the number of pages, and
the importance of those pages, that linked back to the original site.

3.2 Google, much more than a search engine

Now days, Google is an American multinational technology company specializing
in  Internet-related  services  and  products.  These  include  online  advertising
technologies, search, cloud computing, software, and hardware.
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3.2.1 Google search 

Is a web search engine developed by Google. It is the most-used search engine on
the World Wide Web. The main purpose of Google Search is to hunt for text in
publicly accessible documents offered by web servers, as opposed to other data,
such  as  images  or  data  contained  in  databases.  Larry Page  and  Sergey Brin
originally developed it in 1997. Google Search provides several features beyond
searching  for  words.  These  include  synonyms,  weather  prognostication,  time
zones, common prices, maps, earthquake data, movie show times, airports, home
listings, and sports scores.

3.2.2 Google News

Is an advertising-supported news aggregator operated by Google, selecting news
from thousands of news websites. Google News watches more than 4500 news
sources  worldwide.  Versions  for  more  than  60  regions  in  28  languages  were
available in March 2012.  In September of  2015,  this service was offered in 35
languages. 

3.2.3 Gmail
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Is  a  free,  advertising-supported email  service developed by Google.  Users can
access Gmail on the web and through the mobile apps. Gmail started as a limited
beta release on April 1, 2004. Gmail at launch had an initial storage capacity offer
of 1 gigabyte per user. Today, the service comes with 15 gigabytes of free storage.
Users can receive emails up to 50 megabytes in size, including attachments, while
they can send emails up to 25 megabytes. In order to send larger files, users can
insert  files  from  Google  Drive  into  the  message.  Google's  mail  servers
automatically scan emails for multiple purposes, including to add context-sensitive
advertisements next to emails, and to filter spam and malware.

3.2.4 Google Maps

Google Maps is a web mapping service developed by Google. It  offers satellite
imagery, street  maps,  360°  panoramic  views of  streets  (Street  View),  real-time
traffic  conditions  (Google  Traffic),  and  route  planning  for  traveling  by foot,  car,
bicycle, or public transportation. The application was first announce on the Google
Blog on February 8, 2005, and was located at Google. It originally only supported
users of Internet Explorer and Mozilla web browsers. Support for Opera and Safari
was add on February 25,  2005,  however, later  browser  requirements  excluded
Opera as a supported browser. It was in beta for six months before becoming part
of Google Local on October 6, 2005.

3.2.5 Youtube

A free video sharing Web site which lets users upload, view, and share video clips.
In  October 2006,  Google announced that  it  had reached a deal  to  acquire  the
company for 1.65 billion dollars in Google stock. The deal closed on November 13,
2006. The site allows users to upload, view, rate, share, add to favorites, report
and comment on videos, subscribe to other users, and it makes use of WebM and
Adobe Flash Video technology to display a wide variety of  user-generated and
corporate  media  videos.  Available  content  includes  video clips,  TV show clips,
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music videos, short and documentary films, audio recordings, movie trailers and
other content such as video blogging, short original videos, and educational videos.

3.2.6 Google+

Is an interest-based social network that is owned and operated by Google. The
service, Google's fourth foray into social networking, experienced strong growth in
its  initial  years,  although  usage  statistics  have  varied;  depending  on  how  the
service is define. A Google+ User profile is a public visible account of a user that is
attach to many Google properties. It includes basic social networking services like
a profile photo, about section, background photo, cover photo, previous work and
school history, interests, places lived and an area to post status updates. It also
includes several identity service sections, such as a contributor and other profiles

area that let one link
their  "properties
across the web".

3.2.7 Google drive

Is  a file storage and
synchronization
service developed by
Google.  Launched
on  April  24,  2012,
Google  Drive  allows

users to store files in the cloud, synchronize files across devices, and share files. In
addition  to  a  website,  Google  Drive  offers  apps  with  offline  capabilities  for
Windows,  macOS  computers,  Android,  iOS,  smartphones  and  tablets.  Google
Drive encompasses Google Docs, Sheets and Slides, an office suite that permits
collaborative editing of documents, spreadsheets, presentations, drawings, forms,
and more. Files created and edited through the office suite are save in Google
Drive.

3.2.8 Yahoo!

Is  an  American multinational  technology company headquartered in  Sunnyvale,
California. Yahoo was founded by Jerry Yang and David Filo in January 1994 and
was incorporated on March 2, 1995. Yahoo was one of the pioneers of the early
internet era in the 1990s. 
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3.3 Why is google so relevant?

Google is integrating more social content into its search results. This will help to
keep it on top of the search market due to its ability to be a hub for the collection of
information from a variety of sources. Another area to consider in the inclusion of
more focused local search results through Google Places. Sure, you may already
have a network of local persons established through Facebook and the like but
people will still utilize Google services to see what their friends have already said
about  that  new  pizza  place  down  the  street  without  actually  messaging  them
through a social channel. Search will always be relevant. It will just change with the
times as it is already demonstrating.

4. Life before and after Google

We all agree that Google is one of the best and revolutionary inventions in history.
Google, as one of the most used web browsers in the world, made the search for
information faster and more efficient. However, do not forget all the services offered
by this very successful company, such as Google Maps, Google Drive, Google+,
Yahoo!, among others.

Before, people had to do an exhaustive search for an answer to all their questions
or an aid for some task. The trips to the library, all the people that you had to ask a
question to be able to answer something more clearly and all those contacts that
you  had  to  call  to  interview  them.  Now days,  businesses  are  investing  huge
amount  of  time  and  money  in  understanding  social  networks  to  use  them  for
advertising purposes. The invention of Google caused people to become virtually
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social. Today, even children prefer to stay at home with their cell phones, instead of
doing sports or outdoor activities. 

Unlike the 80s, people, easily, can get information from another person very fast,
without having to talk to them. In addition, the danger of being stalked increased
exponentially, not to mention people who always have their looks on their phones
under the pretext that is very important and cannot wait.

5. Survey

Questions

1. If you wanted to search for something, which sources you used if Google did
not exist?

2. How did you notice about what was happening around the world? 
3. How much time did you spend searching for something for homework or a

research project?
4. How Google changed your life?
5. How would life be like if Google didn’t exist yet?

How many? 10

Age ranges 40-60

Economic demographic: Middle-to-high economic status

Geography: Medellin, Colombia

Responses:

As we interviewed people, we realized that the most important thing for the social
interaction was the communication. The elderly told us that the thing that changed
the most is how friendships are made and how people interact nowadays.
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The people we interviewed told us that doing homework was even more boring and
slow because they did not have the quick access that we have to online search
engines. Before the Internet came, moms were trying to get their children to be in
house, but now they drag their kids outside, which is sad because they lose social
abilities, such as taking risks, participating in class activities, encouraging others,
listening actively, etc.

The pie chart shows that, in 2016, Google was the search engine that most people
used.  When we add the  amounts  of  Yahoo!  and Google,  which  are  the  same
company, we can see this multinational company reaches more than 70% of the
market share. This tells us that even though this company is "old" in the world of
technology, it is necessary at the moment of looking for information or data or the
answer to a question in a matter of seconds.
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6. Conclusions

6.1The most important conclusion is that if Google would not exist, we would
be going back in time in many ways:

 Teaching  and  helping  others  how  to  do  something  will  be
commonly seen. For example, a study partner.

 People would visit constantly the library in search of information
and entertainment.

 Our persuasion would improve. Motivating others to change their
minds or behavior.

 The use of encyclopedias and dictionaries would be commonly
seen.

6.2  The  search  of  other  people’s  information  and  websites  would  be  very
difficult.

6.3Google’s different services helped the company to evolve and maintain at
the top across the years.

6.4Something that seems very simple could be the beginning of a new era.
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6.5Google’s impact has change the way we do our homework, we inform about
events all around the world, we search information about people and social
networks, and the way we express ourselves.
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